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Men, Brethren, and Fathers ; Fraentt 


'[ T may be expeed that I ſhould now IF ſome great matters unto you, but 
[| the rigour of the ſeafori, and the infirmities of my age, increaſed by a clote 
Impriſonment of above five months; doth not permir me: 

Moreover, we live in an age that maketh Truth paſs for Treaſon : I dare not 
fay any thing contrary unto'it;/ and the ears of thoſe that are about me will 
probably be found 'too tender to hear it. My Tryal and Condemnmion doth 
ſufficiently evidence this. 0 + | F 

Weſt, Rumſey, and Xeyling, who were brought to prove the Plot, ſaid no more 
i _ of tne, than that they knew me not; and ſome others equally unknown unto 
me,. had uſed my Name, and that of ſome others, to give « little reputation uns 
to their Deſigns. The Lord Zoward is foo infamous by his Life, and the many 
Perjuries not to be denied, or rather ſworn by himſelf, to deſerve mention; and 
being a fingle Witneſs, would be of no value, though he had been of unblemiſh'd 
credit, or had not ſer and confeſſed that the Crimes committed by him would; 
be pardoned only for committing more ; and even the Pardon promiſed could 
not'be obtained till the'drndgery of ſwearing was over. F:::0 
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This being laid afide, tlie whole matrer is reduced to the Papers faid to be 
found in my Cloſet by rhe King's Officers, without any other prcot of their 
Lcing written by me, than what is taken trom ſuppoſitions upon the ſ1militude 
of an Hand that is eaſily counterfeited, and which hath been lately declared in 
the Lady Car's Caſe to be no lawtul Evidence in Criminal Cauſes. 

Ang 

But if I had bcea ſeen to write them, the matter would not be much altered. 
They phainly appear to relate unto a large Treatiſe written long ſince in anſwer 
to Filmer's Book, which by al Inteliigent men is thoughr to be grounded upon 
wicked Princip'es, cqually pernicious unto Magiſtrates and people. 


If he might publiſh unto the World his opinion, that ail men are Lorn under a 
neceſlity derived from the Law's of God and Nature, to ſubmit unto an a\ſolute 
Kinzly Government, which could be:reftrained by no Law, or Oath; and that he 
that hath the Power;whether hc came unto it by Creation, Eleftion, Inheritance, 
Uſurpation, or any other way had the right; and none muſt oppoſe his will, but 
the Perſons and Elitates of his Subje&s muſt be .indiſpenſibly  ſubjze& unto it ; I 
know not why I might not have publiſhed my opinion to the contrary, with- 
out the breach of any Law I have yet known. 


I might as freely 4s he, publickly have declared ri\y thoughts, and the reaſohs 
upon which they were grounded, and I perſuaded to believe, that Gcd hadlefr 
Nations unto the liberty of ſetting, up ſuch Governments as beſt pleaſed them- 
{elyes. 


That Magiſtrates were ſct c good of Nations, not Nations for the 


Honour or Glory of Magiſtra 


Pg bY | , n C_ 
Thatthe Right and Power of Magiſtrates in eyery Countrey, was that which 
the Laws of that Countrey made it to be. - | | 


That rhoſe'Laws were to be obſerved, and the Oaths taken by them, having 
the farce of a ContraCt between Magiſtrate and. People, could. not be violated 
withour danger of diflolving the whole Fabrick. 


That, Ufyrpation could/give no Right, and the moſt dangerous of all Ene= 
m1es unto Kings were they, who raiſigg their Power. to an; exorbitant height, 
allowed unto Ufurpers a1 the Rights Felongiog unto it. '+ 7 


That ſich! Uftrparidnsbelttg feldom compaſled without the ſlaughter ofthe 
Reigning Perſon; or Family, the werſt of all Villanies was thereby rewarded, 
with the moſt glorious Priviſedges © ©. | | rl 

Thar if ſach Doctrines were received,they woald:flr up men to the Deſtru- 
tion of Princes with mote Violence thaii all the Paſfions that have hitherto raged 
in the Hearts of the moſt Uaruly.** 3 
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That none could be fafe, it luch a Reward were propoſed. unto avy. that 
could, Feſtroy them, we" Sa 7 
Thit few would be ſo gentle as to ſpare even the Beſt, if by their deſtruQi- 
on a Wild Uſurper could become God's Anointed ; and by the, maſt excerabe 
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| Wickedneſs inveſt himſelf with that Divine Character. {907 | 
This is the Scope of the whole Treatiſe ; _ tle Writer gives ſuch Reaſons as at 
preſent did occur unto him, to prove it. This ſeems to agree with the DoCtrines 
r | vi the moſt Reverenced Aurhors of all Times, Nations and Religions. The beſt 
| and wiſeſt of Kings have ever acknowleged it, The prelentKing of Fraxce 
hath declared that Kings have tht happy want of Power, that they.can do.no- 


 - thing contrary unto the Laws of their Country, and grounds his Quarrel wuh 
qo the King of Spain, Anno, 1667; upon that Principle, King James, in his fpeech 
e þ wo the Parliament Anno, 1603 doth inthe, higheſt degree allert it : The Scrip- 
— ture ſeems to declare it, If nevertheleſs'the Writer was miſtaken, he might have 
— been refuted by Law, Reaſon and Scripture ; and no Man- for tuch matters 
— was ever otherwiſe puniſhed, than by being made to ſce his Error ; and it hath 
E-1 not ( as I think ) been ever known that they had been referred to the Judgmeat 
_—_ of a Jury, compoled of Men utterly unzble to comprehend them, 


But there was little of this in my Caſe; the extravagance of my Proſecutors 

goes higher: the above-mentioned Treatiſe was never fidgyhed, nor could þe.in- 

he .- | many years , and moſt probably would never have been. So much. as isof it, 
was Written long, ſince, never reviewed nor ſhewn,unto any, Man ; and the fif- 


ricth part of it wasproduced, and not the tenth of: that offered to be read. That. 


” . which was never known unto thoſe who are faid to have Confpired with me,, 
; was faid ro be intended to ſtir up the People in profecyrion of the Deſigns of. 
he | thoſe Conſpirators. | TORN "7 
; When nothing of particular Application unto Time, place or perfon' could be 
| found in it, ( as hath ever been cane by thoſe who endeavoured to raiſe Inſur« 
bh | re&tions ) all was ſupplied by Innuende's. 
| 4 Whatſoever is faid ofthe Expulſion of Targuin; the InſurreQion againſt Nero ; 
The ſlaughter of Caliga/a, or Domitian; Che Tranſlation of the Crown of 
ne : France trom Meroveus his Race unto Pepzn 3 and from his Deſcendants unto 
=] Hugh Gapet ,and the like, applied by Inmesdo unto the King, 
| LiteWave not conſidered, that it ſuch Atts of State benet good, there is not 
a King in the VVorld that has any Title to the Crown|he bears ;nor can have 
-. any, unleſs hecould deduce his Pedigree from the Eldeſt Son of Noah, and ſhew 
_— rhat the Succeſſion had till continued in the Eldeſt of the Eldeſt Line, and been 
tt lo deduced to him. . Tis. ti i ex 
Every one may ſee what advantage this would he td all the Kings of the world, 
het and whether that failing, it werenot berter tor Them to acknowledge they had 
led. received their Crowns by the Conſent of willing Nations ; or to have ng better 


4itle untothem than Uſurpation and Violence, which by the ſame ways may 
be taken from them. | 
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But T was long ſince told that I muſt Dye, or the Plot muſt Dye, 

Leaſt the'means ot deſtroying the beſt Proteſtants in Eng/and ſhould Fs the 
Bench muſt be filled with ſuch as had been Blemiſhes to the Bar. # 

None bur ſuch as theie would have Adviſed with the King's Counci), of the 
means of bringing a Man to death ; Suffered a Jury to be packed by the Kings 
Solicitors, and the Under-Sherift ; Admit of Jury-men who are not Frecholders; 
Receive ſuch Evidence as is above mentioned; Refuſe a Copy of an Indiment, 
or to Suffer the Statute of 46 FE. 3. to be read, that doth expreily EnaQt, It 
ſhould in no Caſe be deniedunto any Man upon'any occaſion whatſoever ; O- 
verruſe the moſt important Points of Law without hearing. And whereas, the 
Stat, 25 Ed. 3. upon which they ſaid I ſhould be Tried, doth Reſerve unto 
the Parliament all Conſtruftions to be made in Points of Treaſon, They-could 
aſſume unto themſelves not only a Power to make Conſtructions, but ſuch 
Conſtruttions as neither agree with Law, Reaſon or Common Sence. _ 


By theſe meansI am brought to this Place The Lord forgive theſe PraQtices, 
and avert the Evils that threaten the Nation from them. The Lord Sanctifie 
theſe my Sufferings unto me; and though I fall as a Sacrifice unto Idols, ſuffer 
not Idolatry to be Eſtabliſhed in this Land. Bleſs thy People, and Save them. 
Defend thy own Cauſe, and Defend thoſethat Defend it. Stir up ſuch as are Faint 
Dire& thole that are Willing; Confirm thoſe that Waver ; Give wiſdom and In» 
tegrity unto all. Order all things ſo as may moſt redound unto thine own 
Glory. Grant that I may Dye glorifying thee for all thy Mercies ; and that 
at the laſt Thou haſt permitted me to be Singledout as a Witneſs ofthy Truth ; 
and even bythe Confeſſionof my Oppoſers, for that OLD CYUDE'in 
Which I was ffom myY outh engaged, and for which Thou haſt Ottenand. 
Wonderfully declared thy felt. - "Iu 


FINIS. &#:. 


OE 


DV B L.IN Reprinted by Mary Crooke.on Ormond Xey. 


